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Business gurus to guide firms during crisis

TOP buslness exports in
Cork are volunieoring
thelr services [free of
charge o help prolect jobs
in small firms.

Under A new, programms
supporied by Bord GAl,
Corlt Chamber and the
Cork Buslness Associntion,
experienced entrepreneurs
nnd executives will offer
free ‘advice to help small
businesses survive the re-
cuessfon,

1lotd Gidis hos even al-
lowed wne of A5 project .
wanagers, Donnal Kissane,
to inke n lenave of nhsence
from the company o

mannge the new business
advice scheme.

A website has been estab-
lished - www.smallbusi-
nessadvico.ic — ta provide
Information to people on
the project, which Is the
{irst of its kind in the coun-
iry.

Loeal 'T'D Simon Coveney
was the hehind the estab-
lishmensl of the pro-
pramime, but he stressed It
18 not a politieal venture
and It 1§ in no way linked
{u Fine Goel,

“This project s a volum-
tary response by the husl.
ness  community ta the

chatllenges that. recesslon-

brings for small business
neross the country,

“We have assembled a
pianel of '35 people, with
slinlicnnt business expoer-
lence, who are volunlcer-
ing their {lme to glve prac-
fieal  advice  {o small
nisinasses,

“Thix 1% u response from
people who do not want to
see {he conntry go down
II}E tubes,”

The projecl Is due (o be
officlully lawnched in Cork
this manth and if success-
ful, it could spread right
across the country.

Struegling business
owners can apply through
the website (o be contucted
immuedintely to set up a
fuce-te-face meeting with
an-advisor,

The husiness advisors
will pive solid, practical
alviee on how (o propare
for'the tough market chal-
lenges.

And while it may not be
possible to totally reces-
sion-proofl a business, the
alm, of the project Is to
highlight measures {o max-
‘Imise the potentinl of a
husiness, to. survive and
even grow in tough times.

The panel of advisors has
not been revealed as some
want to carryout the val-
untary work  without
public recognition,

“Busiricsses are Tor the
flrst tine In many years
being forced {o aggress-
jvely manage turnover and
marging and (o renegotliate
rents and insurance cosis.
It 1y a ¢hallenging time and
many businesses need help
bul they can’t afford to pay
for It. This scheme will
give them that help free of
charge,” said Mr Coveney.
@ Log onto www.amall-
businessadvice.ie.
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