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Headline: Struggling small businesses turn to mentoring website for free expert advice

| Strugghng small businesses tt

by Business Reporter :
ONE'-troubled 'business. a day is
seeking expert mehtoring help from
smallbusinessadvice.je, a month after
the volunteer seivice set up shop.
Launched by'. Minister - of Stite
Billy’ Kelleher, the wabsite is the ;
brainchild “of  Fine Gael TD
Simon’ Coveney and is sponsored by, -
Bord Gais Eireann and Plato Cork. =
It is also supported by the Cork .!
Chamber ‘snd ‘the Cork Business -[B
‘Assodiation. ' | AR e i 1
jject: ‘manager Donal Kissanie |
said | “the * response had . been
cncnu.ra'gh%. Pt -
He, said: 100% of the small busic
nesses which -applied for assistance
have been' contacted by, the pro-
gramme., -And .all of tliose who'.
wished 't proceed ‘to work with the
initiativé.have already ‘Been teamed.
up ‘with advisers who will’ give ‘free
advice on'their problem argn., .
of the programme ind the fact that .
you' can apply- quickly and easily
‘otiline ‘at :sg-? .bl.lgsl'dlﬂqasgdv'ii:_e.ie_‘ ha}r:. o
encouraged busifiesses to ook for.
help,; 7L :
7On average; once ‘we have gscer-
tomed' - the " “éxact’ nature of  the -

Jequiremerit, we gre able to ‘match
: ‘the tight “adviser. with -a bn’siné‘n*ASm Co

- within three to five days: .
- MrKissire daid that the categories .,

of businas es:looking for expert help

: “The . confidential nature of the

.

111) £O mer tQﬁng.:Website for free expert advice

hospitality sector to name but a: few.
« . “The key problems small’ business-
: es:afe facing are raising:fnance and
; managing working capital, bad debt
. .and maneging cre jtors, ‘coping with
C : downsizing @ busiriess: during’ reces-
' sion, and generatitig new customer
“revenme; . :
., Mir Coveney said: “[ am.pleased to
!~ see the positive uptake one month
: intﬂ{tlléfEm ramme. :
“Smallbusinessadvicede . is - -all
- about’ the Trish busiriess communi
" helping - ‘themselves . get . thron
the ciirrent economic downtien,”
‘The programme is inldally being
-provided in Cork . city ‘and “county
- but’ thera dre "plany to expand .the
s%rﬁi)ce to other regions throughout
2010, - LRI ST

..Project” manager 'Donal Kissane
“ontlined  how - businesses  can
SPPIE . s e e
.. We'are keen to-keep the process
a3 simple‘and streamlined as possible
for small biginess, " e
: “To_apply, :all ‘the small: business
- HIC .

needs to°da is Jog.on to'th

fill ‘contact ‘derails,
Phione ™ “hotline

" Businesses’ which, want to apply
“to the  scheme . should .log, -on’
© to —wminiaﬂ}jukixiaii_dvice.ie “for

further information.




